Bacterial meningitis after traumatic thoracic fracture-dislocation: two case reports and review of the literature.
Bacterial meningitis occurs rarely in the setting of traumatic spinal injury. Bacterial meningitis after spinal surgery for traumatic thoracic fracture-dislocation injuries has not been reported. We report on two cases of bacterial meningitis in two pediatric patients undergoing posterior segmental instrumentation with pedicle screws after thoracic fracture-dislocation injuries with associated traumatic dural laceration and complete spinal cord transection. Both patients were treated and recovered. Early recognition of bacterial meningitis after traumatic spinal injury enables appropriate and timely treatment to be instituted and can yield a favorable outcome.